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St. Joseph School — A Place Wth Heart

Welcome!

One of the most important decisions you will make for your child is the choice of the
right educational environment. You want you child’s school to be spiritually uplifting, warm,
caring, disciplined, and academically challenging. You want your child to learn the precepts
and traditions of the Catholic faith and the values of true compassion. The faculty and staff
of St. Joseph School take pride in their efforts to provide such an environment.

The 2006-07 school year will begin the 51t year of providing religious formation along
with academic excellence at St. Joseph School. Our graduates go on to become top students in
our high schools and universities in and out of New York State, and receive national merit
scholarship honors. Our alumni are counted among leaders in the religious community, as well
as in professional, civic and business communities.

We welcome your visit to our campus, located in Penfield, New York. Speak with our
teachers, students and parents; we know that you will find our spirit warm, caring and
friendly.

Sincerely,
Sr. Christina Marie Luczynski, CSSF
Principal
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St. Joseph School A Plecewith Heart

Welcome to St. Joseph School. We are grateful that you have shown an interest in our school
and are happy to assist you in any way. Please do not hesitate to call the office (586-6968) with
any questions or to request a tour. We hope your visit allows you to experience the sense of
family, respect, and learning in the presence of God that thrives at St. Joseph’s. Whether you are
placing a pre-schooler, kindergartener or a transfer student, we recognize the importance of this
decision and would be honored to teach, nurture and provide your child and outstanding
elementary education, with a strong foundation for future learning.

WhoWeAre

We are a Catholic elementary school of the Diocese of Rochester, providing pre-school through
grade six educations, with a commitment to developing the spiritual, social, and academic
growth of each individual child. Founded in 1955 and incorporated into the Diocesan School
System in 1992, we have a current enrollment of 370 students.

Our Mission

Our mission is to create an environment that encourages an awareness of Christ in ourselves. It
Is our aim to function as a Christian community in which freedom to grow, tempered with self-
discipline, and a sense of responsibility toward others, can develop. Within this framework we
provide an excellent education, encouraging each student to develop awareness and appreciation
for the cultural diversity at St. Joseph School and within our society. We also strive to provide
opportunities for each student to develop to his or her God-given potential.

How We Accomplish Our Goals

We strive to:

{1 Guide each student toward an increasing awareness of the love of God, personified in his
Son and in all humanity.

I Foster an appreciation of the individual worth and talents of each member of the school
community.

f Nurture the value of self-discipline, enabling each student to focus on those concepts,
which generate spiritual, social, academic, and emotional growth.

f  Impart to each student the fundamental values and skills to give him or her academic
proficiency, and to provide experiences that will stimulate and develop his or her creative
and physical growth.
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Registration

Registration starts on February 1, 2006.

You must bring: —
g A~
f Copy of child s birth certificate
f  Copy of child’simmunization record
f  Child’s Social Security Number
I $100.00 registration fee payable to “Monroe County Catholic Schools”’.

St. Joseph Curriculum

St. Joseph School meets or exceeds all New York State curriculum guidelines in required areas
of study. Specific areas of studies offered include:

Religion

Art

Computer Skills
Language Arts
Mathematics
Music

Physical Education
Science

Social Studies
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St. Joseph School places great importance on academic growth. New York State requires that all
students be periodically tested. The following are the results of testing conducted in the
2004-2005 school year. For the grade 4 Language Arts tedt, the state average for private school
students who met or exceeded the standards was 65%. St. Joseph school students achieved 92%.
The state average for the math test for private school students was 71%. St. Joseph students
achieved 100%. Grade 4 students also take a New York State sandardized science test. In
addition, grade 5 and 6 students at St. Joseph are given mid-term and final exams in all subject
areas.

Academic Achievements
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Additional School Activities

Annual Book Fair

Celebration of Catholic Schools Week
Community Outreach

D.A.R.E. Program (drug awareness program)
DEAR Reading Program (Drop Everything And Read)
Project Discovery (enrichment program)
Family Halloween Dance

Family Ice Cream Social

Field Trips

Fine Arts Assemblies

First Friday Mass

School/Parish Picnic

School Prayer Services

Winter Carnival

Silent Auction/Celebrity Hockey Game
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Music Department Programs
Christmas and Spring Concerts

T

I Concert Band .b
{ Piano Recital

{ Privateinstrumental and piano lessons

I Tone Chime Choir

{ Cantor Choir

After School Enrichment Activities
Chess Club

Craft Club

CY O Basketball

CY O Soccer

Drama Club (grades5 & 6)
Micro Soccer (grades 1 & 2)
Private Spanish lessons
Chess

Beginning Violin Lessons
Sign Language

Euchre

Etiquette
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Typical Day at St. Joe's
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School bus or parents drop off students by 7:45 am.
First bell rings - 7:45 am.

School begins— 7:55 am.

Morning Prayer/announcements from the school principal

Classes and activities begin

Morning pre-school - 8:30 am. - 11:00 am.

Mid-morning snack - 9:30 am.

Lunch - 11:00 or 11:35 am. Grade K-2 students et at their desks for 30 minutes

Lunch — 11:00 or 11:35 am. Grade 3-6 students eat at their desks for 20 minutes,
followed by outside recess for 15 minutes

Grade K-2 students are taken outside by their teachers for a 20 minutes recess

Afternoon pre-school — 11:45 a.m. — 2:15 p.m.

First bell rings, bus students dismissal at 1:50 p.m.

Second bell rings, students picked up by car dismissal at 2:00 p.m.

After school care available from 2:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.

Par ent/Guar dian | nvolvement

We strongly encourage the active participation of parents in St. Joseph School activities. There
are many opportunities for parental involvement in and out of the classroom.

Pre-School Program

The program is designed for 3 and 4 year-old children whose birthdays are prior to December 1.
Children must be toilet trained and have no serious medical or behavioral problems that would
hinder participation in the program.

SESSIONS: PreK-3 AM  Tues, Thurs 8:30 am.-11:00 am.
PreK-3PM  Tues, Thurs 11:45am. - 2:15 p.m.
PreK-4 AM  Mon, Wed, Fri 8:30am. —11:00 am.
PreK-4PM  Mon, Wed, Fri 11:45am.— 2:15p.m.
CLASS SIZE: Prek-3 Max. class size — 16 students Student-Teacher ratio 8:1
PreK-4 Max. class size — 22 students Student-Teacher ratio 11:1
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School Advisory Committee (SAC)

Every school in the Diocese of Rochester has a School Advisory Committee. This committee
assists the principal in achieving the goals of a Catholic school which include: to be a Christian
community where the Catholic Faith is taught and celebrated in worship and where service for
others in practiced and encouraged as a way to witness our faith.

St. Joseph’s SAC consists of:
{ Principa
{ Chairperson
1 Secretary
1 Treasurer
i The chair of each sub-committee

SAC meets on the 2™ Thursday of each month. Meetings are open to al parents.
SAC Subcommittees

Fundraising Committee

The Fundraising Committee coordinates the school’s fund-raising activities. The annual
magazine drive is held in September with sales books typically available outside the school
office the last week in August. Parent volunteers for the magazine drive are responsible for the
accounting of daily magazine sales and prize distribution each day during the sale. Parents can
volunteer to work one or more days during the sale with times scheduled in the mornings and
evenings. The funds raised from this event provide the School Advisory Committee with the
major portion of their operational budget for the year.

Additional fundraisers are also held throughout the year. This year these included a Christmas
wreath and poinsettia sale, a Silent Auction/Celebrity Hockey Game, and a Spring Plant Sale in
April. Additionally, the school librarian coordinates the annual Catholic Schools Week Book
Fair with funds directly supporting our school library.

Special Events Committee

The primary function of the Special Events Committee is to provide social opportunities for the
school community that encourage the development of friendships and enhance our faith and
school spirit.  The main activities of the Special Events Committee include a Parish/School
Picnic, Halloween Sock Hop, Ice Cream Social, and a Winter Carnival.

Public Relations Committee
The Public Relations Committee strives to foster a Christian Community among students,

faculty, and families. This effort seeks to promote volunteerism and to provide communication
in school and the community regarding St. Joseph School. The Public Relations Committee is
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responsible for publishing the quarterly newsletter; St. Joe's Express, as well as a monthly Class
Notes publication. Other responsibilities include informing local media of school events,
developing web site content, maintaining a photo archive of photographs taken at various school
functions and maintaining bulletin boards in the school lobby.

Development Committee

The Development Committee is responsible for maintaining alumni relations and applying for
grant funds to support specific school programs.

Enrichment Committee

The Enrichment Committee coordinates after school programs and clubs. The two types of
programs are: activities which are organized and run by parent volunteers, and enrichment clubs
run by paid professional groups that offer programs to area schools. This committee oversees
both types of clubs. Currently micro-soccer, chess, drama, youth exercise, Spanish and craft
clubs are offered.

Technology Committee

At St. Joseph School we encourage, support, and celebrate the ever-increasing use of current and
emerging technologies throughout the school community. The mission of the Technology
Committee, through good planning and financial support, is to enable our school to achieve
increasingly high levels of technological integration within its program. Realizing our
commitment to academic excellence in the pursuit of knowledge and lifelong skills, we envision
that improving technology will prepare students for a technology-rich higher education and work
environment.

Welcoming Committee

The Welcoming Committee is primarily responsible for welcoming new families into the St.
Joseph School Community, easing the transition for new students and their families. This
committee, in conjunction with the school faculty, organizes and coordinates Catholic Schools
Week activities including Prospective Parent Tours and Open House. It also organizes a summer
playground date where new students and families can mingle with current St. Joseph families.
Each new family is assigned a“Host Family” (a current St. Joe's family) to answer any questions
that might arise as they join our school community.

Other Important Facts

All of the teachers at St. Joseph School are New Y ork State Certified.
Assistance is available in reading and mathematics.

Kindergarten is full day and includes a daily rest period.

Our Computer Lab consists of 30 Pentium multimedia computers.
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Tuition is payable annually, bi-annually, or monthly.
Y our Public School Digtrict provides transportation.
Uniforms are required of all students in grades K through 6.

A school psychologist and speech therapist are available in conjunction with the Penfield
School District.

A school nurse is available on the premises for the full school day.
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Frequently asked questions

How is acceptance at . Joseph determined when there are not enough openings for the number
of students registering for a particular grade?

St. Joseph’s School, whose enrollment is at or near capacity, shall accept new registrations
according to the following prioritized criteria:

f  Familiesregistered in a Catholic parish with sibling(s) currently attending this school.
' Non-Parishioner families currently attending the school.

f Families registered in a Catholic parish with sibling(s) currently enrolled in another
Monroe county Catholic elementary school.

f  Families registered in a Catholic parish newly enrolled in Catholic schools in Monroe
County.

f Non-Parishioner families newly enrolled in Catholic Schools.

How does registration occur?
Registration opens on February 1, 2006, from 8:30 am. to 1:30 p.m. Y ou must bring a copy
of your child’s birth certificate, copy of immunization record, child’s Social Security number
and a $100.00 registration fee.

Does S. Joseph have a gifted and talented program?

St. Joseph has an enrichment program called Project Discovery. Students are selected by
their teacher(s) for special activities in specific subject areas such as math and science.

office/formg/parent handbook 01-06-06
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